[Introduction of heterologous epitopes at the N-terminal part of the hepatitis B core protein].
For investigation of proteins possessing assigned immunological properties, plasmids pPS31-42, pPS1-5, pPS2-17, and pPS1P-30 were constructed encoding the hepatitis B core protein (HBcAg) with N-terminally inserted immunodominant epitopes of preS regions (amino acids 31-36 or 94-105 of preS1, or 133-143 of preS2). Analysis of the hybrid proteins with the use of ELISA and immunoelectron microscopy showed that the insertions did not prevent specific aggregation of the protein molecules, the inserted sequences being exposed on the surface of the particles obtained, and both HBcAg and the corresponding preS determinants were antigenically active.